












Starter Questions/Thoughts for “A House Can Hurt a Home Can Heal” By Maya Angelou 

These questions will help get our wheels spinning but the discussion may take other directions. 

1. What expectations did you have when you read the title? 
2. What literary devices are used to develop this essay? 
3. How is this essay structured? 
4. What are other techniques used to develop the essay? 
5. What are the themes? 
6. How do the descriptions of the different houses/homes develop or enhance the essay?  
7. What is the difference between home and house as a motif? 
8. How does the literary device help develop character? 
9. Can these devices work in fiction or other forms of writing? 
10. How can you use these devices in your own writing? 




